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Beginning A New Season 
at Shepherd of  the Hills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School is Back ! 

Starting September 5th @ 8:45 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall Meeting Room 
Sign up Sheet in Office 
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Pastoral Team 
 

Rev. Deborah Lerner, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Alma Aguirre-Olivares, Associate Pastor  

Rev. Stephanie Soon, Assistant Minister of Care (Part-time) 

Esther Vallet, R.N., Parish Nurse (Part-time) 

Staff  

Julie Calvert, Accounting  (Part-time) 

Jodi De Luca, Administrative Secretary 

Shawn McMullen, Maintenance Engineer 

Ken Goodenberger, Director, Music Ministry  

Bill Moore, Organist/Pianist  

Office Telephone: 623-584-2280  

FAX: 623-584-1868  

Pastor on call for emergencies: 623-584-7642  

Prayer Request Line: 623-584-2922 

Sermons By Phone: 623-223-9151  

Prayer Request: prayers@shepherdofthehills.org  

Hospitalization Notification Procedure 

All members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church are encouraged to IMMEDIATELY CALL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE (623-584-2280) when you or a loved one are admitted to or discharged from the hospital.  

A place to belong - A place to believe - A place to become 

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church affirms the teachings of Jesus Christ by welcoming 

all of God’s children regardless of race, age, gender, family status, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, physical or mental ability, ethnic background, socioeconomic status, or any other factor 

that might separate us from each other. All are invited to join in our shared journey of faith and 

participate fully in the life of our church.  

CHANGE IN THE VOICE DELIVERY  

You may pick up a paper copy of the Voice in the church office starting on the first of the 
month. Limited church participants and out-of-state copies will be mailed. 

 

The Voice published by Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

13658 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West, AZ 85375-3700 

Submit articles: church@shepherdofthehills.org  

Address corrections: church@shepherdofthehills.org  

Article deadline for the October issue of The Voice  

is Wednesday, September 15, 2021 

JOIN US ONLINE FOR WORSHIP AT 

WWW.SHEPHERDOFTHEHILLS.ORG 
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A WORD FROM PASTOR 

As the long season of COVID stretches on and things appear to be worsening in so many places, I have been 

reflecting on the things I am learning through this global pandemic.  For me, the biggest lesson has been this:  

Be humble.  Don’t think you’ve got this thing figured out.  Because every time I THINK I understand where we 

are with infection rates and cases per 100,000, and safe gathering practices,  I get surprised. 

In late spring, as the vaccination rate in Sun City West shot up to around 80%, I felt confident that we were 

quite safe gathering for worship and coffee and fellowship and fun without masks.  I began to think about how 

good it would be to finally be able to resume more normal schedules and activities, including sharing meals 

with all the folks we are still missing. In fact, we planned to share a meal with our newcomers the last Sunday 

of August to give us time to get to know one another.  At least we planned that, until I began to read about the 

Delta variant and breakthrough infections, and the CDC put out new guidance strongly suggesting masks be 

worn in any indoor public gatherings. 

So here we are, back to mask wearing and singing fewer verses of each hymn so we don’t pass out in the 

pews and taking our masks down briefly to sip coffee and eat cookies, but then covering our faces again and 

waiting awhile to share meals with one another.  Masks. Ugh! 

The challenging truth is:  as long as this virus continues to spread there is no normal!  We aren’t even sure 

who is worshiping with us and who is not, and we really have no idea why most of those still absent are not 

here.  Are they traveling? Have they gone to other churches?  Are they still staying at home?  Are they 

worshiping at home but not registering? One thing we DO know:  Once the CDC guidance changed, many of 

our more careful members chose to resume a time of relative isolation, as a health protective measure.  We 

support them in that choice. 

At a recent Worship Committee meeting, we reflected together on “where we are” as a worshiping community 

and how we should plan as we move forward.  The question arose:  how much can and should we even plan, 

since we can’t even predict whether we will be allowed to be together on Christmas Eve?  (And yes, we WILL 

if we POSSIBLY can!  As many times as we can fit in!) 

One of our long-time members and co-chair of that team, spoke of how she looks around on Sunday morning 

and sees all the empty spaces and those absences cause, for her, a hole in her heart.  There are just so 

many missing faces.  We are not alone in this experience.  All churches everywhere are experiencing low 

attendance levels, especially as compared to those levels pre-Covid. 

When we re-started our Saturday services in June, we were very confident, but we experienced very low 

attendance levels and ultimately decided, for the health of the service, to suspend it for a time. 

After a challenging discussion, the Worship Team agreed that to serve the best interests of the whole 

congregation, that for the time being we should not resume either our 10:45 service OR the Saturday service 

too soon. We are working with a group of Saturday attenders to decide when that service might return. For 

the 10:45 service, we will be watching, hopefully for the signs that we have regained enough strength and 

numbers, to move toward something that is “more normal” for us. 

My prayer is that those of you who love our contemporary service AND those who love the Saturday service 

with that beloved hymn sing in the beautiful chapel, will choose to join us Sundays at 10:00, for this moment. 

Livestreaming is always an option, especially for those with health concerns or limitations, but there is no 

substitute for gathering as friends and fellow servants of Christ, live and in-person, to uphold and encourage 

one another toward all God has for us in Christ. 

Blessings and Peace,  

Pastor Deborah 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

  Sunday School…is back at Shepherd of the Hills! 

Ever heard anyone say “God helps those who help themselves?”  
Ever said it yourself? Did you know that is not in the Bible? Let’s Talk. 

NO preparation! 
Videos and discussion. 

 
Sunday, September 5 @ 8:45 AM 

Fellowship Hall Meeting Room 
                      Facilitators: Ginny G. & Dee McG. 

 
Sign up at the kiosk, or just show up!  

Contact the church office at church@shepherdofthehills.org or 623-584-2280 

 Spiritual Growth 

where FAITH & LIFE connect 

What WOULD Jesus do, if He were in our place? 

Charles Sheldon’s Classic Novel 

spurred the “What Would Jesus Do” movement. 

When members of an ordinary American church are challenged to not take  
a single action without first asking themselves that simple question,  
their lives, their congregation and their community are transformed. 

 
The six week class begins on 

Wednesday, September 1 at 11:00 AM 
in the Fellowship Hall Meeting Room 

and meets September 8, 15, 22, 29 and October 6 

Facilitator: Pastor Alma 
Books are available in the office for $7.00  

 

THURSDAY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

We are offering you a safe, cool haven to experience support 
 and compassion for your loss. 

 No need to register, no books, no videos.  
Drop-in when you can and feel free to bring a friend! 

 

 Fellowship Hall Meeting Room from 10:30 to 11:30 AM.  
We will provide the cool water!  

Facilitator: Pastor Stephanie Soon 

 

mailto:church@shepherdofthehills.org
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 OUTFLOW 

outward-focused living in a self-focused world 
  How do you love and reach out to everyone around you with God’s Love? 

How do you serve them with no strings attached?  

Outflow is about overflowing into your community  
with a vision for living an outward-focused life. 

This book provides practical tools to make that vision a reality. 
Pastor Deborah will facilitate the class 

which correlates with her October sermon series. 
 

The six week class begins on Monday, September 27 at 2:00 PM 
and meets September 27, October 4, 11, 18, 25 and November 1 

 
Please sign up at the kiosk or contact the church office at or 623-584-2280 

or by email at church@shepherdofthehills.org  
. 

Spiritual Growth 

Are you new to SHUMC ? 

If you are, please plan to join us for a  

Newcomer’s Luncheon 

which has been postponed until 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

We would love to get to know you better and hope you get to know us.  
Please let the office know you plan to attend  so we have enough food and materials. 

Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Deborah, Senior Pastor 

 

ASK ME ANYTHING 

GOT QUESTIONS? WONDERING ABOUT THE BIBLE, 

THE LIFE OF FAITH, THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH  

OR THE LIFE OF YOUR PASTOR? 

JOIN PASTORS DEBORAH AND ALMA 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 AT 11:15 A.M. IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

THEY WILL DO THEIR BEST TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS. 

mailto:church@shepherdofthehills.org
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Missions 

 

 

T H A N K   Y O U 

A BIG thank you to all members and friends of 
Shepherd who made in kind and monetary donations 

for school supplies for Nadaburg Elementary and 
Dysart Community Center. 

You have put a smile on many faces and are always 
touching more lives than you realize! 
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United Methodist Women 

FALL NEWS FROM UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Well, my spring prediction about being mask-less by fall seems to have come and gone.  Although we are 
once again masking up at Sunday services, our United Methodist Women are still, optimistically planning to 
have our fall luncheon on October 7.  Hickman Farms, who was our planned program way back in April 2020, 
is going to tell us about their outreach programs. 

I feel our work has kind of gone invisible since Covid-19 entered our homes, but we did partner with the 
Missions Committee in collecting school supplies for Dysart and Nadaburg school children.  Over the summer 
months, our Mission Candle has burnt brightly many times for loved ones and special occasions.  We truly 
thank you, our church family, for making this program a success.  We will disburse those profits to many of 
our special charities. 

Julie K., our secretary of Program Resources, has faithfully been advertising books in our church library that 
are recommended on the UMW reading list.  The books and a synopsis of each appear monthly in the E-
news.  UMW, nationally, is very involved in social action issues and bears witness to the will of God for a 
more just world.  I hope you will take Julie’s reading suggestions and read some of these fine books.  

Our Team secretary, church pianist, and all around devoted Christian woman, Cindy L., will be moving to 
Wisconsin.  She has been a pillar here at Shepherd.  The United Methodist Women will truly miss her and all 
of her talents.  We hope she finds a church family who loves her and Curt as much as we do!!! 

As part of the “New Season Kickoff,” our UMW ladies will be hosting, together with Memo’s Restaurant, a 
pancake breakfast for our congregation and the community, on Monday, November 1 in the church 
courtyard.  We hope you will join us and support this very important outreach program. 

As in the past, we plan to have our annual Christmas luncheon on Thursday, December 2. It is always a joyous 
time to bring books and puzzles, have fun and fellowship and celebrate the beginning of our Advent Season.  
We invite all in our church family to attend this happy occasion. 

UMW cares about women, children and youth around the world and we invite all women of the church to be 
a part of our sisterhood as we work toward our goals in support of them.  Pray for each other. 

In Christian Love, 
Sandy B. 

SEPTEMBER BOOK FOR UNITED METHODIST WOMEN READING PROGRAM 

STORMING THE WALL: CLIMATE CHANGE, MIGRATION AND HOMELAND SECURITY  

By Todd Miller— City Lights Books (2017) 

This book connects the dots between climate-ravaged communities, the corporations 

cashing in on border militarization and emerging movements for environmental 

justice and sustainability. Reporting from the flashpoints of climate clashes and from likely sites of future 

battles, Miller chronicles a growing system of militarized divisions. Stories of crisis, greed and violence are 

juxtaposed with powerful examples of solidarity and hope in this urgent and timely message. 
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PRAYER NOTES 

Submitted by Bill and Linda W. 

The Breath Prayer 
Written by Sheridan Voysey 

Lord God, fill me with your Holy Spirit 
I receive your Love and release my Insecurity 

I receive your Joy and release my Unhappiness 
I receive your Peace and release my Anxiety 

I receive your Patience and release my Impulsiveness 
I receive your Kindness and release my Indifference 

I receive your Goodness and release my Ungodliness 
I receive your Faithfulness and release my Disloyalty 

I receive your Gentleness and release my Severity 
I receive your Self-control and release my Self-indulgence 

 

LET US PRAY 

“Open My Eyes” 

By Carol Hilder 

 

DEAR LORD, 

Open my eyes so I  

may see those I  

prefer not to see. 

 

Open my ears so I 

may hear those I 

prefer not to hear. 

 

Let me speak words 

of encouragement 

instead of gossip. 

 

Open my heart so I 

may love without  

judgment or prejudice. 

 

Help me live my 

life in a 

Christ-like way. 

 

AMEN 

 

In Memoriam 

 

  Joan H.    7/4/2018 

  Margaret “Peggy” G.  5/29/21 

  Miles B.    6/9/21 

  Treva S.    6/17/21 

  Susan W.    6/21/21 

  Karen R.    6/25/21 

  Marguerite B.   6/26/21    Former Member 

  Betty W.    7/10/21    Former Member 

  William “Rodney” B.   7/11/21 

  Mary H.    7/12/21 

  Ron M.    8/17/20   

  Judy H.    8/23/21 

IN MEMORIAM & PRAYERS 
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“SPOTLIGHT” SHIRLEY FISKE 

 

Shirley F. sees the world as an adventure.  She loves 

traveling, especially to Europe and the British Isles, and 

learning new things.  A member of Shepherd of the Hills 

Methodist Church for three years, Shirley has helped to produce the weekly video 

services and the video choirs during the pandemic, as well as singing in the vocal 

choir and playing in the handbell choir.  (She was one of the trio that sang during the service on Sunday, 

August 15, 2021.)  Shirley also sings with Pro Musica Arizona, a chorale and orchestra group.   

 

Shirley was raised on a dairy farm in Wisconsin with four brothers and attended a two-room schoolhouse.  

There were three other girls in her class and she still gets together with them for lunch once a year.  Shirley 

graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a BA in zoology, then went to medical school and became 

a radiologist.  She practiced for many years in Arizona before recently retiring. 

 

Shirley grew up in the Evangelical United Brethren Church and has attended United Methodist Churches 

since the merger of the two churches.  After moving to Sun City West, she decided to join SHUMC because 

of the ministers, the music program and the friendly congregation.  She has not regretted her decision! 

       SPOTLIGHT 

 

Church Office and Campus   

Will be Closed in Observance of   

Labor Day, September 6, 2021 

   REMINDER: Call Jodi to schedule all meetings and indicate  
   if  it is a hybrid meeting so equipment and meeting space is a
   available. 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS ARE NEEDED  

SIGN UP IN CHURCH OFFICE OR AT KIOSK.  

SPOTLIGHT & MISC. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Lynn N. is retired from Information Technology, most recently at General 

Motors.  For fun she likes to quilt, sing, walk her dog, visit friends and do 

genealogy. She is transferring her membership from Fenton UMC in Fenton, 

MI.  Lynn’s shepherds are life-long friends, Lois and Marlyn Byrd.  

Al and Dr. Annette are transferring their membership from Cimarron UMC in 
Cimarron, New Mexico. Al has experience as a forester and lumber mill 
manager; and as a safety and loss control representative for a commercial 
insurance company.  He enjoys reading and hiking. Annette retired as a school 
superintendent of the Cimarron Municipal Schools. She enjoys gardening, 
puzzles, dog sitting and hiking. She has served in many leadership roles in her 
local church and in educational organizations.  Their shepherds are Stan & 
Linda V. P. 

Gloria Grace B.’s mother is 

Melodee R. Gloria is 

transferring her membership 

from Great Falls UMC in Great 

Falls, Virginia. She is a student 

who loves to sing, do makeup, 

take pictures, cook and as you 

can see — is our youngest 

member! 

Melodee R. is a retired  
examiner for the Federal  
Government who loves  
to read, sing, watch  
movies and go out with  
friends. Dalpha B.  
is Melodee and Gloria’s 
shepherd. 

Charles and Carolvhay (pronounced Carol - vay) C., have been members of 

Middlebush Reformed Church in Somerset, New Jersey, where they lived 

for many years.  They recently moved to Sun City West and began 

attending online with us.  Carolvhay has been a preschool teacher, 

executive secretary, administrative assistant and secretary to the Director 

of Secondary Education. She enjoys reading, music and family. Charles is a 

retired mechanical engineer and has worked on rocket motors and 

automation of various things, including lab equipment and computer 

programming.   He enjoys golf and working on computers.  Their 

shepherds are Bill and Mildred P. 

 
John and Judy G. moved here from Texas and began worshipping with us 
virtually. They are joining us by transfer of membership from Spring Creek UMC 
in Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas.  John is retired from the Howard Hughes Corporation. 
For fun he likes to golf. Judy is interested in becoming involved in our care 
ministries. Their shepherds are Tom and Renee E. 
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Mission Project for September - November 6 

Donate (New) Socks, Underwear, Baby & Adult Diapers 

All Sizes - Genders & Brands 

 

 

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation please write “Undies” on your envelope and 

return it to Julie Calvert in the church office. 

Join us for Celebrating A New Season October 31 - November 6 

For More Details: www.shepherdofthehills.org 

Church Office: 623-584-2280 

 

IN-PERSON VISITS LIMITED FOR THE MOMENT 

As a sign of our love for each other and to help reduce the chances of Covid-19 spreading among us, we will 

refrain from in-person visits to hospitals and other facilities for the moment. It is very hard to say this after 

we had been able to make those visits again for the past few months. However, we will continue to attend 

to the needs of our congregation, making sure our love and care continues to pour out and be felt by our 

members and friends.  Our presence will be offered through many calls, messages, cards and any avenue to 

persons in the hospital, rehab, homes and their family as is fitting and welcomed.  

This is not the place we expected or wanted to be in our journey out of this pandemic.  It looks like we are 

in it for a little longer still. According to the information from our health department in Arizona, the fact is 

that our infection rate has been high in SCW. In response, our hospitals have increased the limitations to 

the number of visitors, and in some facilities where we want to visit they have made changes to keep their 

residents in a safe environment.  Persons we wanted to visit are also taking extra precautions at this point 

and, some are not fully vaccinated yet, which poses a risk for them. If through this measure we can help 

prevent this virus from continuing to mutate and stay with us, we are willing to look for those alternative 

ways to serve you. 

We plan to resume these visits as soon as we know it is reasonably safe again for the persons we want to 

visit, for our volunteers, our staff and our community. 

SHUMC Care Team 

MISSIONS 
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 Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

13658 W. Meeker Boulevard 

Sun City West, AZ 85375-3700 

DATED MATERIAL PLEASE 

DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE SEPTEMBER 2021 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ONLINE 

www.shepherdofthehills.org  

 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5  
IS COMMUNION SUNDAY. 

 
 

 
WEST VALLEY FOOD BANK  

COLLECTION 
SHUMC is collecting non-perishable food items to 
support the Valley View Community Food Bank.   
 
The collection will begin Sunday, September 5  
and we will collect donations through Thursday, 
September 10.  Thank you for your generosity. 


