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Blessed is he who comes in the name  

of the Lord.  - Matthew 21:9  
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Pastoral Team 
 

Rev. Deborah Lerner, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Alma Aguirre-Olivares, Associate Pastor  

Rev. Stephanie Soon, Assistant Minister of Care (Part-time) 

Esther Vallet, R.N., Parish Nurse (Part-time) 

Staff  

Julie Calvert, Accounting  (Part-time) 

Jodi De Luca, Administrative Secretary 

Shawn McMullen, Maintenance Engineer 

Ken Goodenberger, Director, Music Ministry  

Bill Moore, Organist/Pianist  

Office Telephone: 623-584-2280  

FAX: 623-584-1868  

Pastor on call for emergencies: 623-584-7642  

Prayer Request Line: 623-584-2922 

Sermons By Phone: 623-223-9151  

Prayer Request: prayers@shepherdofthehills.org  

Hospitalization Notification Procedure 

All members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church are encouraged to IMMEDIATELY CALL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE (623-584-2280) when you or a loved one are admitted to or discharged from the hospital.  

A place to belong - A place to believe - A place to become 

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church affirms the teachings of Jesus Christ by welcoming 

all of God’s children regardless of race, age, gender, family status, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, physical or mental ability, ethnic background, socioeconomic status, or any other factor that 

might separate us from each other. All are invited to join in our shared journey of faith and 

participate fully in the life of our church.  

CHANGE IN THE VOICE DELIVERY  

You may pick up a paper copy of the Voice on the bench outside the office doors starting on 

the first of the month. Limited church participants and out-of-state copies will be mailed. 

The Voice published by Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

13658 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West, AZ 85375-3700 

Submit articles: church@shepherdofthehills.org  

Address corrections: church@shepherdofthehills.org  

Article deadline for April issue of The Voice  

is Monday, March 15, 2021 

JOIN US ONLINE FOR WORSHIP AT 

WWW.SHEPHERDOFTHEHILLS.ORG 
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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR  

Dear Friends, 

As we move more deeply into the season of Lent, I hope you are being blessed by our 
daily prayer messages, invitations to a deeper prayer and worship life “at home.”  It is 
also not too late to join our Lenten study, The Walk, by simply calling the office to let us 
know you want to come.  Books are available through Amazon.com or a bookstore.  The 
messages each week will invite you to observe some practice or exercise to stretch your 
spirit, so be sure to worship with us regularly. 

As Easter draws nearer, we are watching the COVID statistics for our state (as of my writing, they are 
improving markedly) and for our area (improving, but not nearly as rapidly or as much).  Our COVID                
re-opening Task Force will meet on Friday, March 5 and my hope is that they will confirm our hope to hold 
outdoor in-person services on Easter morning, April 4 and MAYBE also outdoor services in-person for Palm 
Sunday, March 28.  At this point, our plans are to provide only one service during Holy Week, a Good Friday 
virtual service, which will be sent to your email in-box by 4 PM that day.   

We are leaning in to move as quickly as possible to gather in-person, with great caution, observing 
requirements for masks and social distancing and requiring pre-registration to be sure we have a safe 
number attending. We are all as eager as you to see the faces of the folks we love from this beloved 
community! 

Watch for further information in our e-news.  We will get the word out as soon as we can! 

Meanwhile, may your Lenten season be deeply blessed as we prepare our hearts for the fullness of joy that is 
ours on Easter Sunday. 

Blessings and Peace,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Pastor Deborah 

 

Holy Week Services 

March 27-28  Palm Sunday Services 
     Virtual Service available Saturday at 3:30 
     In-person services in the Courtyard 9:30 and 11:00 AM 
      with pre-registration by March 26* 
 
April 2   Good Friday Service 
     Virtual Service available by 4 PM  
 
April 3-4   Easter Weekend Services 
     Virtual service available Saturday at 3:30 
     In-person services in the Courtyard 9:30 and 11:00 AM 
      with pre-registration by April 2* 
 
                                          ( *continguent upon favorable Covid statistics ) 
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 YOU WANT TO FOLLOW IN JESUS' FOOTSTEPS

---BUT WHAT EXACTLY SHOULD THAT LOOK 

LIKE IN EVERYDAY LIFE? 

Join our class to discover five spiritual practices 

to help in a closer walk with God. 

The class will correlate with Pastor Deborah’s Lenten sermon series  

based on The Walk, by Adam Hamilton. 

Fridays at 10:30 AM 

March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2 

Pastor Deborah will facilitate this class. 

 

HAVE QUESTIONS FOR THE PASTOR? 

 

Plan to join us Sunday, March 7 at 2 PM for a Zoom gathering to get 
acquainted and talk about what membership in our church is all about.  You 
will have a chance to ask any questions that have been on your mind.  Please 
let us know you plan to attend by contacting the church office.  If you want 
to join, but cannot make this meeting, please let us know that as well and 
Pastor Deborah will be in touch to arrange a time for conversation by phone 
or Zoom. 

Thinking about 
Joining SHUMC? 

HELP! 

CALLING ALL TECHIES! 

We are searching for some folks to help us design and maintain our website and help us 

with things like search optimizing, as well as communications and graphic design.  If you 

have these capabilities and some time to spare to further our mission, please let Pastor 

Deborah know of your interest. 623-584-2280 
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BIBLES NEEDED 

Remember when you received your first Bible and how excited you were? 

UMOM Day Center has expressed a need for NEW BIBLES and GENTLY USED 

BIBLES. UMOM has individuals and families requesting them. 

Consider donating Bibles to the Missions Committee in March. You will be 

touching lives and bringing them closer to Jesus. 

Bibles may be dropped off outside the church office in a 

designated container which will picked up daily.  Or you can make a monetary 

donation by mail or drop off through the mail slot (door to church office).         

Please indicate on check in memo section:  UMOM Bibles. 

EASTER ARTWORK 

Gather your pens, pencils, crayons and magic markers to help SHUMC decorate for Easter! 

We are all hoping for socially distanced outdoor Easter services in the courtyard this year 

(if the infection rate and total cases continue to improve) with our members Easter 

artwork on display!  If you do not wish to draw your own, sample designs will be provided 

for you to color or a blank Easter egg may be decorated. They will be printed on card stock 

and a hole will be added at the top for ribbons to attach to trees in the courtyard to 

display your works of art.  Other drawings will be displayed on the church windows going 

into the sanctuary.  If we are NOT able to worship in-person, we will still display your art work and you can 

drive by sometime Easter Sunday to check it out.  We will also share some of it in our publications. Watch 

for more details on when you can stop by the church to pick up your "raw materials" and then hop into 

artist mode!  Members of the Social Shepherds Committee will hang your masterpieces in the courtyard. 

LET’S TALK ABOUT A RE-LAUNCH! 

Wednesday, March 3 (1:30 – 3:30 PM) 

This unexpected year separated physically from one another, with many of our most familiar activities 
quiesced, has been long and challenging.  As we begin to emerge from the other end of it (perhaps, at least 
in some ways) we have a unique opportunity to consider new ways of being and doing together. 

How will we worship?  When will we worship?  How will we gather for fun and fellowship?  What will be the 
“new normal” for classes, choir, everything? 

Our conference has provided us with a resource to help us think in new ways about this pivotal moment.  
They have given us a video to view and a series of open-ended questions to consider. 

Pastor Deborah will host a session to reflect on the video and questions on Wednesday, March 3,               
1:30 –3:30 PM.  Persons in leadership positions are especially invited to participate (anyone serving on 
ministry or program team). Please indicate your intention to attend by contacting the church office and 
registering for the Re-Launch Conversation.  You will receive the Zoom link in the morning on March 3. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

                   THANKS OUR CONGREGATION 

  

Once again, our unit of United Methodist Women would like to sincerely thank our congregation for 
supporting our Mission Candle Program.  When you light the candle in remembrance, in celebration or for 
any occasions, you help us help local, national and international UMW projects. 

The Mission Candle Program began in 1995, a vision of the late Sybil Brockman and Roberta Kaye.  Since 
1995, you have helped us donate more than $73,000 to various charities and organizations. 

Last year in 2020, you gave $1,100 to the following organizations: 

   *W.H.E.A.T.:  World Hunger Education, Advocacy and Training   *Valley View Food Bank 

   *Wesley/Golden Gate Community and Health Centers    *Dig Deep Navajo Water Project 

   *Trinity Opportunity:  Helping those transitioning out of foster care *Justa Center: Serving homeless seniors 

In this time of Covid-19 isolation, it is difficult for our unit to have the fundraisers we have had in the past, like bake 
sales, baby showers and our famous bear and puzzle collections.  This is why the Mission Candle Project is such an 
important part of our ability to financially reach out to others.   

The price to light the Mission Candle has been at $15.00 since its inception and again, we thank you for your generous 
donations.  However, we feel it is time to raise the fee to $20 to light the Candle.  It still is a reasonable amount and 
even better in helping us do our work to help in the community and abroad.  Although we are not meeting in the 
Sanctuary or Chapel, we are still honoring requests for the Mission Candle to be lit and announcements are made 
during our on-line service on the weekends and those honored are also printed in the E-News. Please remember 
someone or event, or celebrate someone or an occasion and support the work of your United Methodist Women.    

Sandy B., UMW President 

                                            BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES     

   

   

 

      If you would like your occasion printed here, please email or call the church office:  623-584-2280. 

BOOK CLUB 

The Book Club meets on the third Thursday of the month at 9:30 AM. For Zoom links for 
the book club, contact the church office at 623-584-2280. 

March 18 - The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George. Monsieur Perdu is a literary 
apothecary on his floating bookstore. In addition to providing medicines, he knows what 
books a person wants to read. He struggles to find happiness after his great love 

disappears. This book is a love letter to books to readers. 

April 15 - Anxious People by Fredrik Backman. This book is a story about eight strangers who are held hostage 
during a failed bank robbery. During the hours of waiting, these people discover they all have anxiety and many other 
traits in common. Backman writes about ordinary people with feeling and humor. 

Please join us for discussion around these books. Contact Mary Jane  if you would like information concerning 
scheduled book titles for future months. Everyone is welcome to participate.  
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                     Spotlight on Judy Keeton and Liz Walker 

 

 

Long-time friends, Judy K. and Liz W., love the outdoors: gardening, hiking and 

birdwatching.  They live in the area and have a second home up north where 

there are plenty of outdoor activities.   

Judy and Liz became friends when they were in the Air Force.  Judy was an Air 

Force Reserves flight nurse and tended to patients with military wounds, injuries 

or pregnancies who were being flown in cargo planes to hospitals for treatment.  

The patients were mostly Americans and were living in countries around the 

world.  When not working for the Air Force, Judy was an intensive care nurse in 

southern California.   

Liz was an active duty nurse who worked on teams to inspect medical facilities 

around the world.  She also lived in several countries as a young person, as her 

father was in the military.  Liz retired as a colonel and Judy as a lieutenant 

colonel. 

Liz and Judy chose to become members of Shepherd of the Hills Church years ago 

due to the friendly people they met here.  They were on the Family Life 

Committee for years and served cookies and coffee at many coffee hours after 

church services.  They look forward to getting back to in-person services. 

                                                                  Becky Fay, Social Shepherds Committee 

Judy K. 

Liz W. 

Who’s That Baby? 

Social Shepherds are inviting you to send in a picture of you as a baby/adolescent and a 

recent picture of yourself. Please provide a short bio so others can get to know you better. 

They will be published in the Crazy Monday email. Send the pictures and bio to:  

church@shepherdofthehills.org.  

If you have a camera on your phone you can take a picture of a picture and send 

electronically.  So let’s get matching pictures. Six baby/adolescent pictures will be featured with six recent 

photos. You match up which two go together. The reveal will happen the next week with the pictures and 

the bio introducing you to the congregation.  

What are you cooking during quarantine? 

Reminder: Send Recipes to: church@shepherdofthehills.org 

 Monetary Donations Accepted for Justa Center Sandwich Making Project to help defer the cost in purchasing 

ham & cheese. Keep that Peanut Butter (smooth) rolling in and we can always use sandwich bags. 
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WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU! 

Your financial support is vital for our church even when we cannot gather. 

There are many ways to give: through the mail, online at our website, 

www.shepherdofthehills.org (click the GIVING tab), by phone to Julie on 

Mondays and Wednesdays, or through auto-pay from your checking account   

at your bank. Call Julie for further information. 

     

    Sheryl S.     1/19/21 

    Don M.     1/21/21 

    Barbara H., Former Member  1/26/21   

    Ernest M.     1/28/21 

    Betty N.     2/02/21 

    Cecil R.     2/05/21 

    Michael P.     2/10/21 

     

 

An invitation from United Methodist Women  
to join them in creating Easter Baskets 

This year for Easter, United Methodist Women are going to give baskets to children 

served by Valley View Food Bank and “A Mighty Change of Heart” (A program for 

Arizona’s foster children).  We invite the congregation to join us in this project.  If 

you would like to fill a basket, you can pick up the list of recommended items from 

a folder kept in the plastic bin on the bench outside the church office.  Baskets are 

reasonably priced at the 99 Cent Store and the cellophane wrap can be purchased 

at Michaels.  We are accepting monetary donations as well and will use the funds to purchase already made-

up baskets.  Please plan to bring your basket(s) to the church by Friday, March 26.  If you wish to send a 

check, please make it out to SHUMC—UMW and on the memo line put “Easter Baskets.”  Mail your checks 

to our UMW Treasurer, Jan B. or leave it with Jodi in the church office.  Thank you for helping us bring joy to 

children this spring. 

Blessings, Sandy B. 

In Memoriam 
  never forgotten 

Missions Committee - Mats for the Homeless? Anyone interested in learning how to crochet mats for the 

homeless? If so, call the church office 623-584-2280 and leave a message for Pam R. 
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The Cross, the principal symbol of the Christian religion, recalling the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ and 

the redeeming benefits of his Passion, death and resurrection. The cross is thus a sign, both of Christ    

himself and of the faith of Christians. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16. 

Please take a moment and reflect on what the cross means to you and submit photos of CROSSES which 

have special meaning to you, those you’ve seen while traveling or have in your homes. Tell us when or 

where you got the crosses and why it is special to you, etc.   

Send to: church@shepherdofthehills.org and they will be published in the Crazy Monday emails. 

 

 

 

 

HOUSES ARE SELLING LIKE HOTCAKES! 

There is a mini real estate boom going on and many houses are being bought and sold every week in Sun 

City, Sun City West and Sun City Grand.  Each of those home sales is an opportunity for one of YOU to invite 

a newcomer to church.  When you see someone new moving into your neighborhood, make an 

opportunity to introduce yourself (socially distanced and wearing a mask, of course!) and welcome them to 

this community.  Make an invitation to our church a part of that welcome. 

To help you do that, we have assembled some “WELCOME!” materials, including a brochure and worship 

invitation card, a leather bound pocket memo pad with a mini cross pin.  Stop by the church to pick up as 

many as you need, from the plastic bin labeled “WELCOME MATERIALS.”  It is on the bench outside the 

glass sliding doors. 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT & HOPE ON HOLD FOR LENTEN SEASON 

Currently, Words of Encouragement & Hope are sent on Tuesday and Thursday mornings of every week to 

your email in-box. We will suspend the Words of Encouragement during Lent so we can focus on our 

spiritual renewal daily using the prayers and scriptures provided during the Lenten season. 

THANK YOU to all who made donations for Christmas honorariums, "In Honor Of" or "In Memory Of" the 

special people in your lives. We are happy to report that $1,593 was contributed and sent to United 

Methodist Outreach Ministries to help them serve homeless families and individuals. Your donations made a 

difference in many lives. 
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2021 Order Form  

for Easter Honorariums 

$10.00 per Honorarium 

 

 

If you would like to purchase an honorarium  in memory of 

or in honor of loved ones for Easter, please complete the 

form below. The proceeds will benefit Circle The City. 

 

Donor(s): 

_______________________________________________ 

Your choice for entry on the Easter  

publication: 

 

In Honor of __________________________________ 

 

In Memory of  

_______________________________________________ 

 

To The Glory of God 

(Donor name(s) will be included) 

 

Please make your check payable to: SHUMC  

(Shepherd of the Hills UMC) 

And in the Memo: “Easter Honors” 

 

Please place your check and this filled out form in an 

envelope marked “Easter Honors.”  

 

Place it in the mailbox outside the church office door  

or mail it to the office. 

Orders must be  

received in the office by Friday, March 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET US PRAY 

THE HYMNS 

(117,178,431) 

By Carol Hilder 

 

O GOD OUR HELP IN 

AGES PAST, 

YOU ARE THE HOPE 

OF THE WORLD. 

 

Please end our   

bitterness and strife  

by bringing us into 

Your Holy Light. 

 

LET THERE BE PEACE 

ON EARTH  

and let it begin 

with me. 

AMEN 
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If You are Struggling to Get an Appointment for COVID Vaccine: (Either first or second dose) 

You can call 480-573-0332. This will connect you to someone from the Arizona Department of 

Health Services who will assist you. 

Don’t be discouraged by the initial statements about no appointments being available. 

Eventually you will hear something like this: “If you are 65 or older and do not have access to 

a computer…or if you are 65 or older and would like some special assistance…..” All you have 

to do is wait and eventually someone will assist you. 

The assistants have access to a different kind of appointment system than the one available 

to the public online. 

Other important contact information if you have not already tried them: 

 

1-844-542-8201 AZ State Health Department website designated to assist those who do not have computer access to 

get registered for an appointment. Press 8 for an operator. 

 602-542-1000 (Monday-Friday 8am -5 PM) For tech support but also helpful in securing an appointment. 

podvaccine.azdhs.gov is the site to register for an appointment at the State Farm Stadium and other state vaccination 

sites. 

 https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/

index.php#novel-coronavirus-find-vaccine is a site to find vaccine sites geographically and their contact information  

 https://www.maricopa.gov/5641/COVID-19-Vaccine This site shows the Safeway and Albertsons pharmacies that may 

have vaccines for those 75 years and older (again dependent on them receiving continual supplies). 

1-833-509-0908 to make an appointment for the Covid vaccine shot. 

14300 W. Granite Valley Road, Sun City West, AZ (across the street from Del Webb Hospital) 

 The main ingredient in this process is perseverance because Arizona receives weekly allotments which they dispense 

to the various county sites for vaccinations. 

 We know this can be a frustrating process for many and we encourage you to keep trying. You may find a piece of 

information shared here helpful, but if you feel you are at the end of your rope, don’t hesitate to give your church a 

call. We may find someone with time to walk with you through this process. 

 AIR SCRUBBERS FOR OUR CHURCH 

Indoor air quality with flu and COVID-19 have become a health and safety 

concern. Air scrubbing systems ($950 each) are being added to our HVAC 

systems to help clean up the air we breathe indoors. Two systems have 

been added to the Sanctuary and five more are needed for: Fellowship Hall, 

Choir, Church office and the Pastor’s office area. If you would be interested 

in helping with the purchasing of these units, contributions in any amount 

can be made to the Trustee account. Indicate Air Scrubber on memo section 

of your check or put  a note in with cash.  Please place in an envelope and 

write Air Scrubber on it or call Julie at 623-584-2280 on Mondays or 

Wednesdays and she will assist you. 
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Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

13658 W. Meeker Boulevard 

Sun City West, AZ 85375-3700 

DATED MATERIAL PLEASE 

DELIVER PROMPTLY 

 THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE MARCH  2021 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ONLINE 

www.shepherdofthehills.org  

 

        Holy Week Services 

March 27-28    Palm Sunday Services 

     Virtual Service available Saturday at 3:30 PM 
      In-person services in the Courtyard 9:30 and 11:00 AM 
      with pre-registration by March 26* 
 
April 2   Good Friday Service 
     Virtual Service available by 4:00 PM 
 
April 3-4   Easter Weekend Services 

     Virtual Service available Saturday at 3:30 PM 

      In-person services in the Courtyard 9:30 and 11:00 AM 

      With pre-registration by April 2* 

                                              ( *continguent upon favorable Covid statistics ) 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  - Matthew 21:9 


