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Hospitalization Notification Procedure 

All members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church are encouraged to IMMEDIATELY CALL 

THE CHURCH OFFICE (623-584-2280) when you or a loved one are admitted to or discharged from the hospital.  

Welcoming Statement  

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church affirms the teachings of Jesus Christ by welcoming all of 

God’s children regardless of race, age, gender, family status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or 

mental ability, ethnic background, socioeconomic status, or any other factor that might separate us from each 

other. All are invited to join in our shared journey of faith and participate fully in the life of our church.  

The Voice published by Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

13658 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West, AZ 85375-3700 

Submit articles: church@shepherdofthehills.org  

Address corrections: church@shepherdofthehills.org  

Article deadline for September issue of The Voice is Thursday, August 15, 2019  

CHANGE IN THE VOICE DELIVERY  

Please pick up your paper copy of the Voice in the Narthex on the first Sunday of the month. 

Only permanent or temporary homebound and out-of-state copies will be mailed. 

Ministry Team 

Reverend Deborah Lerner, Senior Pastor  

Reverend Alma Aguirre-Olivares, Associate Pastor  

Reverend Lee Hirt, Associate Pastor (Part-time) 

Reverend Stephanie Soon, Assistant Minister of Care 

Esther Vallet, R.N., Parish Nurse  

Lay Leader & Staff 

Deb Phillips, Lay Leader  

Julie Calvert, Accounting  

Jodi De Luca, Administrative Secretary 

Bill Amperse, Assistant Secretary 

Ken Goodenberger, Director, Music Ministry  

Bill Moore, Organist/Pianist  

Office Telephone: 623-584-2280  

FAX: 623-584-1868  

Pastor on call for emergencies: 623-584-7642  

Prayer Request Line: 623-584-2922 

Prayer Request: prayers@shepherdofthehills.org  

SUMMER WORSHIP  

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. “Sweet Hour of  Prayer” 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. “Spirited Traditional Service” 

(Beginning June 2nd - September 1st) 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE RESUMES SEPTEMBER 1ST 
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A Word from the Pastor 

  

 

 

Dear Friends, 

As we move into the difficult days of summer in the desert we also move into a time of 

conversations about the events and decisions made at our annual conference held June 13-

16 in Mesa, Arizona.  I hope you will be able and willing to join me for one or two sessions of 

open conversation about these matters and anything else that is on your mind on two 

Sundays: July 14 and August 4 after worship.  I invite you also to consider signing up for one 

of four sessions I will lead on “Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and the United Methodist 

Church.”  We will consider topics like “Is Homosexuality incompatible with Christian 

teaching?” and end with “Where are we now?”  That last session will give me opportunities to share with you some of 

the legislation approved at annual conference. 

I have preached on the decisions made at the special General Conference in February 2019 to adopt the Traditional 

Plan, which reinforces and strengthens the stance of our Book of Discipline to forbid “Self avowed, practicing 

homosexuals” from ordination and to forbid UM pastors from conducting same sex marriages.  This plan, which will go 

into effect January 1, 2020, requires Boards of Ordained Ministry to investigate the sexual orientation of candidates 

and requires bishops to investigate any charges brought against a clergy person strictly on the basis of fact and 

“law” (The Book of Discipline), instead of allowing them pastoral authority to decide how to proceed. Penalties are 

severe. 

However, our annual conference, and many of our clergy and churches, long ago made a commitment to oppose 

policies they prayerfully discerned were exclusionary and not biblical.  Some churches have become reconciling 

churches, indicating their willingness not just to welcome LGBTQ friends but to have them in leadership as clergy and 

to allow pastors to perform weddings for same sex couples.  Our conference Board of Ordained Ministry decided not to 

ask about sexual orientation as part of their process of discernment for ordination.  As a result we now have 12-15 

persons serving as clergy in our churches who have declared themselves to be “self avowed, practicing homosexuals.”  

Some are married.  A gay deacon was ordained at annual conference this year. 

And our Western Jurisdiction has taken similar stances, including the consecration of a lesbian bishop who serves the 

Western Sky conference and who is married to a woman. 

Meanwhile many of the members of our churches may be wondering what the fuss is all about, and why we are not 

following the Book of Discipline. 

It is a difficult moment in our history.  Much of the legislation approved at conference was meant to oppose various 

aspects of the Traditional Plan.  One resolution condemned the plan and apologized to our LGBTQ siblings for the harm 

it has caused in their community.  We will be looking for ways to share with you the effects of this legislation, some of 

which is technically complex.  I also want you to know that 10 teams have been formed to explore various aspects of 

defining a “Way Forward,” including separating from/disaffiliating from the “United” Methodist Church. 

There will be a special meeting of the annual conference on September 14 to further consider the “Way Forward.” 

Please hold our Bishop, the Program and Appointive Cabinets, your pastors, and all the clergy and lay delegates to 

conference in your prayers as we move forward in a challenging moment toward all God has for us to do and be, 

together. 

Blessings, 
Deborah 
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ASK ME ANYTHING! with Pastor Deborah 

Sunday, July 14, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. 

and/or 

Sunday, August 4, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. 

Questions about where the UMC is heading? 

Questions about where our annual conference is heading? 

Questions about faith, prayer, Christian lifestyles, United Methodist beliefs and practices? 

Bring an open heart and the things that are on your mind. 

Let’s talk! 

 

Weekly E-News 

Are you signed up for receiving SHUMC’s Weekly E-News? If not, contact the church office and get signed up for the 

weekly E-News & monthly Voice. You can forward the E-News to family and friends easily. 

Updates to the E-News 

Check out the previous Sunday sermons by clicking the arrow inside black outlined box. You 

can also pull up the upcoming Saturday & Sunday bulletin and announcements. Check out the 

bulletin section and click on the link. This is only a sample of what the box looks likes. This link 

will not connect. 

Greetings Heartsavers & Ushers, 

We now have a portable First Aid Bag you can grab and take with you for those incidents that occur 
anywhere, that could be the parking lot, the courtyard or on our church campus.   

The portable First Aid bag will be stored right next to the First Aid cabinet on the Mailroom wall on 
a walker ( along with the basin  which has a blanket in it). 

This bag is RED and contains the following: 

One Side pocket: tablet, pens and Event Log, First Aid Response half sheet indicating supplies used, and plastic trash bags 
2nd Side pocket: cleansing wipes, Inside: Gloves: small, medium, extra large, Adhesive wrap – 2 sizes, Scissors, Paper tape 
Instant Cold packs, and a zip lock bag for ice, Blood Stop packs, and multiple travel size Kleenex packs, Gauze pads various sizes, 2” 
roll bandage, large bandaids, Wound wash - liquid and foam, Aloe Vera cooling burn gel, Purell hand sanitizer, Alcohol pads, & 
Lubricant eye drops. Please check the bag out and if you see something which might be helpful and we could add to the bag, 
please let us know. Please take a minute and familiarize yourself with the supplies in the bag and their placement. 
 
Please join me in thanking the Trustees for purchasing the bag.   

It is recommended that Saturday Worship Heartsavers pick up this bag and have it available for the Chapel service.  On Sundays, 
the Heartsavers can place it on a window seat in the Sanctuary foyer/narthex where it is readily available.  Ushers can also offer 
First Aid. 

When supplies are used, it will be necessary to fill out the First Aid Response sheet and turn in to the office for supplies to be 
replenished.  Heartsavers are required to fill out the Event Log also. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve as a Heartsaver and Ushers. The July Heartsavers’schedule is now posted.  In addition to 
the July Worship services, please consider being a Heartsaver for the July 7, Church Picnic (Fellowship Hall). Be sure to purchase 
your ticket! 

Gratefully, 
Esther Vallet, Parish Nurse 
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Pastor Alma will be starting a study July 25th entitled: “Can I Trust God With My Health?” 

Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.     July 25 - August 29      Conference Room 

Life's storms have a way of challenging our faith in God's provision and guiding 
hand. This study invites us to address a variety of questions about health and faith, 
by looking at Scripture, theological positions, the reality of the world around us 
and our own lives. We will make time to discern how the answers to these 
questions alter our relationship with God. Finally we will choose how we want to 
apply our leanings. Some of the topics included are Health, Disability, Stress 
and Sleep.  

Once you sign up for this class, please pick up your reading materials at the church office. Suggested reading 
materials $6.00 donation. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

We have several different offerings this summer. Currently Rev. Richard Northup is leading “Learning to 

Pray” which is a six week study to learn practices of prayer from many traditions and times. The study 

began on Wednesday, June 12 and continues through July 17. They meet in the Fellowship Hall Meeting 

Room at 11:00 a.m. The study uses Teresa A. Blythe’s book, “50 Ways to Pray” and can be purchased for 

$12.50 

 Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. July 10 - July 31 

 Fridays at 11:00 a.m.   July 12 - August 2 

 Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m.  August 6 - August 27 

 Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.  August 8 - August 29 

   Meets in the Fellowship Hall Meeting Room 

 You can join anytime!  Class days can be interchangeable but attended in proper sequence. 

“Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and the United Methodist Church” 

“Messy Spirituality: God’s Annoying Love for Imperfect People” 

Pastor Deborah will be doing a sermon series on “Messy Spirituality” in August and we 

plan on running a concurrent class with Rev. Rick & Linda Walker. The class will use the 

book by Mike Yaconelli entitled: “Messy Spirituality: God’s Annoying Love for Imperfect 

People.” 

The book is a strong antidote for the spiritual perfectionism in us all. Here are truths 

that can cut you loose from the tyranny of ought-to’s and open your eyes to the deep 

spirituality of being loved, shortcomings and all, by the God who meets you and 

transforms you in the midst of a messy and unpredictable life. 

Watch the bulletin for details on class meeting times and book procurement. 
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       Church Picnic    Menu 

July 7th at 11:30 a.m.   Pulled Pork Sandwich 

Fellowship Hall—$7.00      Cole Slaw & Chips 

               Watermelon 

        Coffee-Lemonade-Ice Tea 

  Program: Sing-Along with Bill Moore (Patriotic Music & Hymns) 

Tickets available at SHUMC’s office or Kiosk - ticket availability ends June 30th 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Documented Asylum Seekers Help - D.A.S.H. 

Volunteer to help cook and serve lunch on the 1st Saturday of the month  

to documented asylum seekers. 

 

Saturday, July 6th  11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Carpooling is encouraged. Please sign up in the church office if you plan to attend. 

MORE THAN FOOD. HOPE. 

Volunteers are always welcome and needed to assist with sorting 

food at St. Mary’s Food Bank in Surprise on the third Thursday of 

each month from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Call Becky Fay to volunteer 

at 623-518-9502. Bring your non-perishable food donations on 

July 6 & 7 and August 3 & 4. Drop them off at the Kiosk. 

COUPS FOR TROOPS 

Remember to clip out manufacturer’s coupons for our troops and bring 

them to the church office. Please no store coupons, no rebates, no fast 

foods, and no restaurant coupons. 

Questions, please call Sand’ee Spears at 623-546-6775. 
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RUMMAGE SALE UPDATES: 

Pick-ups quiet down as we head into the hot days of summer but can be arranged for given enough notice. If you require a pickup 

before the fall when it is cooler and we have more people available, please contact the church office (623-584-2280) and your call 

will be referred. If you need to drop off items. 

Shawn opens the containers on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday. Left container is for furniture items and right is for all other items. 

Our next sort and pack is 9/13 and drop-offs will be the preceding 4 days. We have changed the date to allow more time for 

people to start returning. 

While having an annual rummage sale requires a lot of work by a lot of people, the 

benefits are more than worth our efforts. The friendships and comradery that develop 

are wonderful. We make donations to Missions and we help our church by donating to 

the Trustees who in turn use the money to make improvements to our facilities.  One 

such improvement is the sound system in the Fellowship Hall which can now be 

appreciated not only by our members but also our guests. Another improvement is the 

prayer room – the Trustees did a great job creating a warm, soothing environment! 

So a big thanks to all who help through your donations, your physical work or prayers! 

And a big thanks to those who work the Arts and Craft Booth. Lil Mueller has done a wonderful job for years – thanks Lil – and this 

past sale, she starting turning the reins over to Charlotte Spellman – thanks Charlotte for stepping up. Lil was there to help along 

with Lori Moody, Judy Gerboth and her daughter, Wendy. If anyone has an interest in helping out in this area, feel free to 

volunteer. 

Remember – sale dates are 11/7-11/9 with set up the week before! 

            Pat Burke, Chair  

HEARTSAVERS HEALTH & SAFETY TIP: “Vial for Life” & “File of Life” 

A reminder of a supportive service provided by Sun Health in partnership with Banner Boswell and 

Banner Del E. Webb Medical Centers volunteers: The “Vial of Life” and “File of Life.” The Vial of Life 

is a pill bottle containing your medical information and stored in your refrigerator. If emergency 

personnel are called out to your home, they will look for it in your refrigerator and have access to 

your valuable information. These are available at reception desks at the hospital and most doctor offices. The File of Life is your 

medical information on a flash drive. The pre-formatted emergency medical form can be accessed at www.sunhealth.org/

personal-health-record, click on Resources. Attach the flash drive to your keychain for people on the go. You can also check with 

SHUMC’s Parish Nurse, Esther Vallet for further information (623-584-2280). 

SHUMC’s Prayer Room 

 

Bill and Linda White have been members at SHUMC for two years, sing in the choir and are offering a time on Sundays following the 10:00 a.m. 

service for Intercessory Prayer. 

Intercessory Prayer is an opportunity to have someone assist you and praying for vital concerns. All requests remain confidential unless 

permission is given to share with others. Since confidentiality is maintained, there is no limit as to what subject can be addressed. 

Bill and Linda have been doing this for about 19 years at large and small churches where they were members. In the future, they hope to offer 

opportunities for other individuals to join them as intercessors in this worthwhile endeavor. Rest assured you will be trained before taking on 

this task. 

If you are interested or would like more information, you may contact them via email blwhite32@cox.net or by phone at 623-688-7417. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER AVAILABLE ON SUNDAYS 
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SHUMC SUMMER MOVIE FUN 2019 - IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Free movies will be shown at 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall on select Wednesdays. Free 
snacks will be served. All are welcome so bring your friends and neighbors for summer movie fun 
in a cool environment. 

 
A DOG'S WAY HOME will be shown on JULY 10. This movie chronicles the 
heartwarming adventure of Bella, a devoted dog who embarks on a 400 mile journey 
home. 
 

 
On JULY 24, the movie is RATATOUILLE. This delightful animated comedy takes place in 
one of the finest restaurants in Paris where a determined young rat dreams of becoming a 
renowned French chef. Fun for the whole family. 

 
DREAMER starring Kurt Russell and Dakota Fanning is the movie for AUGUST 7. A horse 
trainer and his young daughter are determined to help an injured racehorse in an uplifting 
story that celebrates dreams, second chances and the importance of family. 

 
 
On AUGUST 21, the movie is MARY POPPINS RETURNS starring Emily Blunt and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda. Cameo performances by Meryl Streep, Dick Van Dyke and 
Angela Lansbury are SUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUS. 

 

THE SANDLOT is the movie for SEPTEMBER 4. Full of family fun, this movie follows a 

group of neighborhood kids on their magical summer adventures. 

 

GREENBOOK is the movie for SEPTEMBER 18. Inspired by a true friendship that 

transcends race and class, this movie takes place in the 1960's south where the friends 

are confronted with racism and danger as well as unexpected humanity and humor. They 

are forced to set aside differences to survive and thrive on the journey of a lifetime.  

 

The OCTOBER 2 movie is PLACES IN THE HEART starring Sally Field, who won an 

Academy Award for her performance. The emotionally, gripping story centers around Edna 

Spalding (FIELD) and her unending struggle against extraordinary hardships in Depression-

torn Texas in the 1930’s. 

 

TOOTSIE is scheduled for OCTOBER 16. Dustin Hoffman stars ~ with Jessica Lange, Teri 
Garr, Dabney Coleman, Charles Durning, Bill Murray and Geena Davis in a heartfelt classic 
that set a new standard for laugh-out-loud comedy. 

BEAT THE HEAT AND ENJOY A MOVIE! 

Movies are provided in full digital stereo and captioned. 

Assistive hearing devices are available. 
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LET US PRAY 

By Carol Hilder 

You come, Holy Spirit, 
in fire and in flame,  

bringing God’s message 
in His Holy name. 

 
You come, Holy Spirit, 
as a pure white dove, 

to show us God’s grace 
and never ending love. 

 
You come, Holy Spirit, 
to make us secure in 
a life that is sinless, 

godly and pure. 
 

Thank you. 
Amen 

 

Check out the remodeled Prayer Room! 

Thank you Trustees and Rummage Sale workers! 

1 
 Nancy Aldrich  6/25/2019 

 Helen Ford   6/15/2019 

 Dorothy Hebert  6/14/2019 

 Annabelle Johnson 4/12/2019 

 Robin Papai  5/31/2019 

 Blanche Shirk  6/09/2019 

July Topic - Nutrition:  

Budget friendly ways to include fruits & veggies. 

Monday, July 1 

1:00-2:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall  Meeting Room 

For questions, please call Sharon Stewart 

623-225-5663 or 

register in the SHUMC office 623-584-2280  

The Chronic Pain Support Group meets monthly  

and has a variety of speakers. 

 Attendance is open to all.  

In the fall, we are considering hosting the initial workshop : 

“Living a Healthy Life with Chronic Pain.” 

If you are interested in this workshop, please contact Sharon Stewart. 
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Thank You 

This year’s Ya Ya Soul Sisters ‘ Tea was very successful.  In a large part due to the volunteers who helped. We couldn’t have done 

it without you—thanks to those who helped set up, made sandwiches, hosted tables and cleaned up. A special thanks to 

Charlotte Spellman for her delicious lemon curd which received rave reviews. Our next tea will be April 30, 2020 so mark your 

calendars now! 

           The Ya Ya Soul Sisters 

THANK YOUS 

Thank You 

Many thanks for the cards, phone calls and Esther Vallet’s hospital visit following my surgery. I am so grateful to be a member of 

such a warm, loving and caring church. Thank you for thinking of me, it means so much. 

           Patty O’Neal 

Thank You 

Dear Members of Shepherd of the Hills UMC, 

As most of you know I have undergone some traumatic changes in my life healthwise. I want you to know I appreciate all the 

prayers, good wishes, cards and the beautiful prayer shawl. I don’t know how I could have made it without all your prayers and 

good wishes. You all played a part in my recovery. I want to share my good news - I no longer have cancer. My recovery and 

regaining strength will be ongoing. 

           With Appreciation,  

           Caroline Walker  

Thank You 

This is a large Thank You to all of my friends: I have wanted to say this for awhile now because I wanted everyone to 

realize how much the church has meant to me and all the help I have been getting from the Health & Welfare Team 

and Care Ministry. I miss the church on Sunday mornings or anytime; I always used to sit close to the altar. Thank 

you for your prayers. 

           Marge Wilson  

 

                             SAVE THE DATE! 

40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2019 

3:30 p.m. CHOIR CONCERT & 5:00 p.m. DINNER 

                              MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW! 
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 Tracking the Trustees 

The Fellowship Hall Prayer Room remodeling is complete and looks outstanding! Thank 

you to all who have helped make it a reality. 

The Fellowship Hall Kitchen and Coffee Nook will receive a face lift in August. Cabinets 

will be refaced and countertops replaced. The kitchen will not be available for use 

during construction activities. 

The Chapel fire alarm project is complete, thanks to the Imagine 40 More Year 

campaign. 

The Chapel audio project and video project have been completed, with outstanding 

results. The sound is so much clearer and the VEW projection is clearer and brighter. 

Please come and enjoy the Saturday Chapel service at 4:00 p.m. 

We will be painting interior hallways in the Sanctuary building during the summer. Look 

for more details in the weekly E-news. 

Thanks be to God for all that we enjoy here at SHUMC!    

        - Mike Hicklin, Trustee Chair 

CALENDARING SHUMC & OUTSIDE EVENTS 

Please contact Jodi De Luca, Administrative Secretary at 623-584-2280 with any calendaring of events, 

checking availability of rooms and any changes needed to originally scheduled calendared events.  If Jodi or 

Shawn are not notified of cancellations the set ups are completed as requested and it prohibits other 

committees and groups to meet. 

Thank you for your help in maintaining the calendar and campus events. 

Have you noticed the absence of a person in worship? 

 

The CARE team is truly appreciative when you notify us about someone who has 

been absent from worship or when you will be gone for several weeks. There are 

many reasons why any of us might not be able to attend worship. However, we 

do not want to miss someone who may need the CARE team. Using the Prayer & 

Presence cards is a perfect way to alert us. If you would write the name of the absent person in the 

“comments” section of the card, the CARE team will contact them to learn of any support we may offer 

them. The CARE team follows up with phone calls if a person is absent for three consecutive weeks or as 

needed. 

THANK YOU for being a caring congregation and always looking after each other.  

In God’s love, your SHUMC CARE Team. 
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 
 

School supplies are needed this school year, which is fast approaching for the 
Dysart Community Center. Collection ends July 31.

Here are some of the personal care items needed in the month of August: 

Shampoos, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, soap, combs, brushes, hair ties, 
and other personal care items 

School supplies are greatly appreciated and needed. 

Please drop these items off  at the Kiosk or in the office. 

DONATION OF PERSONAL CARE ITEMS IN AUGUST  

AUGUST MISSION PROJECT 

THE MISSION COMMITTEE WILL BE COLLECTING BOTTLED WATER FOR THE  

D.A.S.H. - DOCUMENTED ASYLUM SEEKERS HELP PROJECT 

PLEASE DROP OFF THE BOTTLES/CASES AT THE KIOSK OR IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

JOIN THE VISUALLY ENHANCEMENT WORSHIP (VEW) TEAM 

 

Do you enjoy the VEW? At this 

time, we have a need for camera 

and computer operators to help 

on the VEW.  

Training will be provided. 

To volunteer, or if you have 

questions, please contact  

Gail Colclough at 623-537-9902 

or Deb Helgeson at 623-322-5816 

 

DONATION OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES IN JULY  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
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 2019 SHUMC Foundation Nursing Scholarship Recipients 
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We wish our recipients well in their future endeavors! 

-SHUMC Foundation 

2019 SHUMC Foundation Nursing Scholarship Recipients 
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Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

13658 W. Meeker Boulevard 

Sun City West, AZ 85375-3700 

 

DATED MATERIAL 

PLEASE DELIVER 

PROMPTLY 

 THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE  July & August 2019 

 

Worship Sermons 

June 29 & 30 God in the Storm  
  Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
 
July 6-7  The Gospel according to Seuss:  Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor…. 
  Matthew 5:1-11 
  With a Little Help from “Yertle the Turtle” 
 
July 13-14 The Gospel According to Seuss:  You Don’t Really  Need It… 
  Genesis 1:38-31    Psalm 139 Galatians 3:28 
  With a Little Help from “The Sneetches” 
 
July 20-21 The Gospel According to Seuss:  When You Are SO SURE…. 
  Matthew 23:23-28 
  With a Little Help from “The Zax” 
 
July 27-28 The Gospel According to Seuss:  For Crying Out Loud 
  Exodus 2:23-25   
  With a Little Help from “Horton Hears a Who” 


