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Our mission:   

Serving the world with God’s love. 
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WEST VALLEY CHORALE 
 SPRING CONCERT  

April 12   7:00 p.m.    SHUMC Sanctuary 
 

Ken Goodenberger directs the West Valley Chorale in their Spring 
Celebration: More Music from Stage and Screen. Wonderful jazz 
standards, swing favorites, and special highlights from opera will 
showcase the talents of the choir.  

Tickets are $10 from West Valley Chorale members or by reserving them on the website,  
westvalleychoraleaz.org, or $15 at the door.  

Contact:  Gail Christianer quiltedgypsy@gmail.com 480-662-7948 

“SAVE THE DATE” 
 

TEA PARTY 
 

MAY 24th 
 

TIME:  11:30 a.m. 
 

ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
 ARE INVITED 

 
PROGRAM: COLLEEN MCKEMIE 

 Welcoming Statement 

 

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church affirms the teachings of Jesus Christ by welcoming all of 

God’s children regardless of race, age, gender, family status, sexual orientation,  

gender identity, physical or mental ability, ethnic background,  

socioeconomic status, or any other factor that might separate us from each other.  All are  

invited to join in our shared journey of faith and participate fully in the life of our church.  

http://westvalleychoraleaz.org/
mailto:quiltedgypsy@gmail.com
tel:(480)%20662-7948


Shepherd of the Hills  
United Methodist Church 

 

13658 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West AZ 85375-3730 

A Stephen Ministry Church serving 

Sun City West, Sun City Grand and the West Valley 
 

Reverend Deanna Self-Price ........................ Senior Pastor 

Reverend Galene Boyett .......................... Associate Pastor 
 

Congregational Care 

Mrs. Esther Vallet, RN .................................... Parish Nurse 

Deb Phillips ....................................................... Lay Leader 

Julie Calvert………………………………...……...Accounting 
 

Music Ministry 

Ken Goodenberger................................................. Director 

Bill Moore .............................................................. Musician 

 

Office telephone ............................................ 623-584-2280 

Toll free ......................................................... 877-840-5344 

FAX ............................................................... 623-584-1868 

Pastor on call for emergencies ...................... 623-584-7642 

Prayer Request Line ..................................... 623-584-2922 

Partners in Prayer: Please send prayer requests to: 

prayers@shepherdofthehills.org 
Email:  church@shepherdofthehills.org 

Website:  shepherdofthehills.org 

Find us on Facebook at shepherdhills 
 

 

The Shepherd’s Voice 
Published by 

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 
Sun City West, Arizona 

 
Co-Editors:  Elaine Biondo & Richard Northup 

Articles:  shumcvoice@gmail.com, 
church@shepherdofthehills.org 

 
Address corrections:   

church@shepherdofthehills.org 
 

Article deadline for May issue: 
Friday, April 20 

Article deadline for June issue: 
Friday, May 18 

All members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills 
United Methodist Church are urged to  
IMMEDIATELY CALL THE CHURCH  

OFFICE (623-584-2280) when you or a loved 
one  is admitted to or discharged from  

the hospital. 

Hospitalization Notification  
Procedure 
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FRIENDSHIP GROUPS AT SHEPHERD 
OF THE HILLS 

 

Friendship Groups meet one of the needs within our           
larger church family. They are small groups of members 
that meet once a month for friendship, fellowship,   
recreation and support in times of joy and need. Most 
groups meet from September through May. 

Belonging to a group is a great way to make new 
friends at church. Each group functions independently, 
having its own mission and goals. 

We would like to include you in one of our friendship 
groups. 

 

For more information,  

please call: 

Becky Fay @ 623-518-9502 

Elsie Cawley @ 623-546-3130 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
STARTS MAY 5 

 
Saturdays — 4:50 p.m. in the Chapel 

Sundays — 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
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Shepherd’s Staff
A Letter from District Superintendent Rev. Neil Leftwich  

To the members and friends of 
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

Dear Friends, 

As Chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, I share with all of you the following announcement that 
I have received from our District Superintendent, Neil Leftwich:  
March 12, 2018 

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church  
Dear Members and Friends, 

Grace and peace to you and to the people of Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church. 

It is with thanksgiving that I let you and your congregation know that Bishop Robert Hoshibata intends to 
appoint Rev. Deborah Lerner to serve as senior pastor of Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church, Sun 
City West, Arizona, effective July 1, 2018. Through a process of prayerful discernment, the Bishop and Cabi-
net believe Rev. Lerner has the gifts and skills needed to serve Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist 
Church. Rev. Lerner is looking forward to serving in ministry with you. 

Rev. Lerner will continue at First United Methodist Church of Gilbert until June 30, 2018. On July 1, 2018, she 
will begin serving Shepherd of the Hills UMC. We give thanks for Deborah's willingness to step into the role 
of your pastor. We trust that God will continue to strengthen and guide all of you as you walk together into 
this new day. Your Bishop, Superintendent and the entire Appointive Cabinet hold you in our prayers and 
believe that wonderful steps of faith will be taken. 

During the transition ahead, may you be encouraged by the words of the Apostle Paul to the church at     
Corinth... "Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in 
love." (1 Corinthians 16:13-14) 

May God continue to bless you in all you do. 

Peace, 

Rev. Neil Leftwich 
West District Superintendent  
Desert Southwest Conference 
The United Methodist Church   

cc: Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata  
Rev. Deborah Lerner  
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent  
Rev. Deanna Self-Price 
 

Please keep Pastor Deborah Lerner, her family and the First United Methodist Church of Gilbert in your  
prayers during this transition and give Shepherd of the Hills' church family guidance as we open our hearts, 
doors, and minds in preparation to welcome our new Senior Pastor, Deborah Lerner, and her son Sam. 

Grace and Peace,                                                            - Carolyn Hicklin, Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
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CLASS FOR STEPHEN MINISTERS 
 
New Song UMC in Surprise is coordinating with several churches to hold a class for Stephen Ministers.                   
Right now, it is scheduled to run from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. every Sunday afternoon from April 8 to June 
17.  Shepherd of the Hills is one of the churches invited to participate with leadership or trainees. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about Stephen Ministry, becoming a Stephen Minister, or taking 
the joint training, please contact Pastor Galene or Stephen Leader Marilyn Foster. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD - IN WRITING 
CONFIDENTIAL COMMENTS AND CONCERNS 

Written communication is often the key to clarifying verbal statements, countering rumors, solving 
problems, and promoting new ideas and solutions.  To that end - and to fulfill the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee’s mission of establishing, maintaining, supporting and enhancing the effective pastoral, staff 
and congregational relationships - the SPRC has developed Confidential Comments and Concerns.  This 
form is now available on the table just outside the office. 
 
It is the SPRC team’s hope that this confidential form, delivered directly to SPRC members in a sealed en-
velope, will foster better awareness and resolution of areas of concern to the congregation. The form also 
may be used to recognize staff members who go above and beyond expected service. 
 
After completing the form, sign it, seal it in the attached envelope, and place in the SPRC mailbox in the 
mail room, just off the narthex. SPRC members pledge to acknowledge receipt of each signed message 
and to review with care all comments.  Obviously, anonymous (unsigned) forms can neither be 
acknowledged nor reviewed.  Because of the confidential nature of SPRC’s work, individual results of 
reviews usually will not be available; however, you may have the satisfaction of seeing your suggestions in 
action. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  The Staff Parish Relations Committee Team 

A SPECIAL “THANK YOU” 
My sincere thanks to all who made our United Methodist Women’s Weekend a meaningful experience. 
To the pastoral and office staff, to the worship coordinators and VEW team, and to all devoted and  
enthusiastic UMW members who participated, I am so thankful for your efforts in making our services 
such a special time of celebration to honor our God. 

Sincerely, 
Sandy Bradley, UMW President 

WORDS OF THANKS 
 
For all the cards, calls, texts, visits and outpouring of concern, I am truly grateful.  I had thought I would be 
back in the swing in no time, but circumstances changed.   Ken and I were truly uplifted by the warm 
caring encouragement and concern.  We are blessed to have found this loving Church Family.  Thank 
you !!                                                                                                                                                      - Cathy Peckham 
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MISSION COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

For the February mission project, 726 cans of soup were donated to the Valley View Food Bank on Souper 
Bowl Sunday. Thank you for your generosity to people who need food donations.  

For the Undie Sundays in February, the following donations were given to UMOM: 

 
Girls and Women          Men and Boys 
142 panties           52 briefs 
8 pairs of sox           6 pairs of sox 
1 bra             104 incontinence pads 
46 children’s training pants       40 incontinence underwear 
36 disposable diapers 
80 feminine products 
 
Imagine how happy these women, men and children will be when they receive new underwear. The Mission 
Committee members thank you for your donations. 

TRACKING THE TRUSTEES 
 
 

 
The painting party continues as the church looks better each day. We are blessed with outstanding support 
from volunteers to accomplish all that needs to be done, and as a bonus, experience fun and fellowship 
along the way. Come join the party! Thank you very much for all the hours of work and donations for paint 
and supplies – it is an expression of your extravagant generosity, and the results are impressive. We have 
purchased 107 gallons of paint so far – it is a massive undertaking. A significant portion of the sanctuary 
exterior walls will need to be repaired by a stucco contractor before they are painted.  
The Sanctuary and Chapel carpets were recently professionally cleaned as we prepare for spring activities.  
A non-contract, after-hour, emergency cell phone has been provided for the Pastors to share for more 
efficient contact when needed.  
The aging information technology network server was replaced on March 2 to help ensure a stable church 
computing platform for years to come.  
We are so grateful for your continuing financial support and your prayers. 

United Methodist Women 
April Luncheon—11:30 a.m. on April 5 

 
 
 

 
The program will be presented by Sherry Koopot from the Phoenix Art Museum.  The cost is $8.  Signup 
will be available in the courtyard on March 25 and April 1.  Contact person is Peggy Pollay, 623-546-3948. 
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RUMMAGE SALE UPDATE 
 
The next sort and pack will be May 4 with drop–off April 29 – May 3. 
 
We continue to try to put some structure around requests for pickups, and we need the congregation’s 
help to accomplish this. We understand that people do not always have control over life events that  
warrant a donation. But we would ask that we be given notification of events that can be controlled so  
we can plan for pick-ups. For example, you are selling your house; let us know when it is sold and what 
you would like to donate.  That gives us time to react - you are having an estate sale and want to donate 
the leftover; let us know when you are in the planning stages.  You have ordered new furniture and have 
some idea of when the new will arrive so we can plan to pick up the old. 
 
We are fortunate to have several people who are willing to do pick-ups – and we still need a few more 
volunteers to supplement this crew – but these volunteers also have other responsibilities and activities in 
which they are involved, so they need notice. 
 
Clark Root has volunteered to coordinate pickups, and he can be reached at 623-251-3891 or                   
rhizoid@yahoo.com. Also, if you can be a part of the pickup team, please contact him.  

Other questions or offers to volunteer to help can be directed to Pat Burke at 623-748-3751 or              
patburke48@gmail.com. 

We will make every effort to accommodate requests for pick-ups of donations, and we appreciate your 
consideration in giving us ample notification. 

 

 

PRAYER WALK 
 
The Prayer Walk will continue through April.  However, unless someone steps forward to lead it, it will  
become self guided after April 24th.  We will make the prayers available to anyone who comes to the   
Chapel.  If you come Tuesday morning, you can take communion.  Also, you can pray the prayers in the 
Chapel if the weather is bad or you don’t want to walk around the buildings. 

-Pastor Galene 

mailto:rhizoid@yahoo.com
mailto:patburke48@gmail.com


 April 2018            The Shepherd’s Voice                                               Page 7            

 

In Memoriam 
Huttar, Richard                    2/15/2018 

   Mount, Russell                     2/23/2018 
   Coffman, Ed                          2/26/2018 
   Kendrick, John                      3/8/2018 

 

LET US PRAY 

By Carol Hilder 

    

    Be with me Lord 

as I pray 

each night and 

every day. 

  
I know deep 

within my 

soul that 

only You are 

in control. 

  
You are strong, 

I am weak, 
yet You give me 

blessings that 

I seek. 

  
With Your 

abiding love 

I’ve found 

a way to 

turn my 

life around. 

AMEN 

Welcome New Members  
March 11, 2018 

Articles for The Shepherd’s Voice 
 
Please remember that there are Co-Editors for the Voice, and we take 
turns each month producing the Newsletter.  To make sure your article 
is received to be published, please email it to:  

shumcvoice@gmail.com 
 

Both Co-Editors have access to this email, and we check this mailbox 
for articles.  Thank you! 

Tom & Connie Allyn 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Lee & Mary Hirt                               
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dan & Judy Martinsky                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rich & Dianne 
Scudder        
 
 
 
 
 

Bill & Linda White                                    
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CURRENT SENIOR SCAMS 
 

Friday, April 6 at 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

13658 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West 
Fellowship Hall 

 
The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office will be providing a presentation on the topic of Current Senior 
Scams, with time for questions at the end. Criminals are calling victims on the phone, claiming to be the 
IRS, The Treasury Department or Law Enforcement, telling them that they must pay  a fee or be subject 
to arrest. Some scammers are telling you that you have won a prize or a vacation, and you just need to 
pay a fee to get your prize. These are all scams! 
 
Join us for a FREE and Informative class on how to protect yourself by recognizing these scams. 
Please RSVP to Church Office, 623-584-2280, or E-mail church@shepherdofthehills.org 

Hosted by the SHUMC Health & Welfare Team with Parish Nurse 

AREA AGENCY ON AGING OFFERS 6, WEEK WORKSHOP ON 
 

CHRONIC PAIN MANAGEMENT 
 

These Healthy Living Workshops can teach you the skills you need to manage your chronic pain and    
other health conditions, and get your life back. For 6 weeks, you will enjoy the company and support of 
others   living with chronic pain in an interactive setting. 

Starting Monday, April 23 to Monday, June 4 (no class on Memorial Day).  

Time: 1:00-3:30pm. Workshop and materials are FREE.  

Location: Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church  

13658 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West 

 Fellowship Hall Meeting Room 

 Registration required. Class size limited. 

 Contact: Lisa Zatcoff 480-930-1495 or Rose Leyba 602-241-5562 

 OR on the website for Area Agency On Aging, Region One: www.aaaphx.org 

PRESENTATIONS AND WORKSHOPS 

mailto:church@shepherdofthehills.org
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HOME ADDRESS 
CHANGES 

 

Mary Chamberlain-Garrett 
  
Ruth DeGrow 
  
Harold & Mary Ann Kinser 
  
Dan & Judy Martinsky 
  
Jack & Bettye Parkinson 
  
Paul & Gretchen Phillips 
  
Patricia Rossi 
  
Leona Rouvalis 
 
Please contact the office for updates 
 

Interested in Becoming a Member at 
Shepherd of the Hills UMC? 

 
 Then be sure to mark your calendar so that you can attend the 

next New Member Opportunity coming up in 2018! 

 
New Member Coffee Hours 1 & 2 will be held from 10:15-
11:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall Meeting Room. We’ll 
spend some time visiting and learning about each other at 
Coffee Hour 1. At Coffee Hour 2, we’ll invite some of our 
church leadership to come and share more about the life of 
the church and all it has to offer here at SHUMC. Those who 
wish to become full members at SHUMC will be received  
into membership the following week at the 9:00 am Sunday 
Service! Mark your calendars now, so that you can be part of 
the next New Member Opportunity.  New Member 
Opportunities are hosted by Pastor Deanna and the great 
folks on the SHUMC Membership Team. RSVP your attend-
ance to Bill in the Church Office @ 623.584.2280. 
  
April 2018 New Member Opportunities: 
 April 8          Coffee Hour 1 10:15-11:45 a.m.     
                   Fellowship Hall Meeting Room 
 April 22         Coffee Hour 2 10:15-11:45 a.m.    
                   Fellowship Hall Meeting Room 
 April 29         Reception into Membership 
                    at 9:00 a.m. Worship Hour 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU SHOP ON AMAZON? 
Support Shepherd of the Hills UMC with your Amazon  

purchases! 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of every eligible purchase you 
make to SHUMC. To register, go to smile.amazon.com and 

search for  
Shepherd of the Hills United  

Methodist Church. 

 
Thank you for your support! 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY/OPENING MINDS GROUP (OMG) 

A Simple Cup of Coffee 

A Lutheran church in the Midwest was not an official Welcoming 
Congregation, but they were very clear that they highly valued      
hospitality. They wanted a concrete way to demonstrate that hospi-
tality, something that went beyond just words, a handshake, and 
“Here’s a bulletin.” So they set up a barista stand in the narthex. The 
first thing you encountered as you walked into their building was a 
friendly face offering to make you a free cup of whatever you’d like. 

The congregation was playing host to a fund-raising concert, and 
among the performers was the local Gay Men’s Chorus. One Chorus 
member was a man who had been deeply traumatized from his time 
in the church; an experience all-too common within the LGBT      
community. After taking the courageous step to leave the church 
years before, he vowed, in an act of self-protection, that he would 
never set foot in a church again. 

However, because of this upcoming concert, he was now being placed in an impossible bind, torn between 
that vow he’d made years earlier and his commitments as a member of the Chorus. But somehow, he found 
the courage to show up at the church for rehearsal. But think about the emotional state that he must have 
been in – the mix of fear and courage, defensiveness and vulnerability – as he walked up those stairs,       
approached the door, and paused for a moment before finally pushing the door open and walking inside. 

The first thing he encountered was that friendly face behind the counter saying, “Welcome. Can I make you 
a latte?” That simple act of hospitality reached through that painful jumble of emotions and so deeply 
touched his heart that he started to cry. The person behind the counter, a bit puzzled by these tears, had no 
idea about the emotional journey that man was on, nor the healing power of that simple offer of coffee. 

This year the Church and Society Committee sponsored a 4-week education series entitled, “For the Bible 
Tells Me So”. This was an insightful and powerful examination of the challenge that LGBT+ individuals face in 
being a part of a Christian community. The sessions included moments of personal sharing and individual 
experiences which reflected a love and general desire to be in a worshiping community that was               
consciously inclusive and open to all. The participants formed a group entitled Opening Minds Group (OMG) 
and accepted a Vision Statement: “All are invited to join our shared journey of faith and participate fully in 
the life of our church.”  The group crafted a Welcoming Statement which was approved by the Church and 
Society Committee and presented for approval by the Church Council on Wednesday, March 21, 2018.  
 
SHUMC Welcoming Statement: 
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church affirms the teachings of Jesus Christ by welcoming all of 
God’s children regardless of race, age, gender, family status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical 
or mental ability, ethnic background, socioeconomic status, or any other factor that might separate us 
from each other. All are invited to join our shared journey of faith and participate fully in the life of our 
church. 
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THAT’S RIGHT! SHUMC IS GOING TO HAVE OUR VERY 
OWN KARAOKE NIGHT! 

 
DATE:  APRIL 20 

 
TIME:  5 p.m. 

 
        MEAL:  SUB SANDWICHES, CHIPS, SODA, COOKIES  

 
                                                COST: $10.00 

 
If you have been to karaoke, you know how much fun It is.  If you haven’t been, you will want to come 

and find out how much fun it is! 
 

So start planning your solos, duets, etc., or just come for an evening of fun! 
 

Brought to you by the SHUMC YAYA SOUL SISTERS! 
 

This event is open to the public.  For tickets contact: 
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

13658 W Meeker Blvd, Sun City West, AZ 
623-584-2280 

 
Tickets will be available starting March 26 in the church office. They will be available before and after the 

9 a.m. service starting April 8. 

 

UMW CHILI SALE 
 

Several Varieties 
2 Cups $3 
4 Cups $6 

 
Support our UMW by buying some to take home! 

UMW Chili Sale will be on Saturday & Sunday,  
April 7 & 8, between and after services, 

 in the Courtyard Kiosk 
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April 7 & 8 -       “Leadership Structures Life” …………………………………………………...……………....Rev. Boyett 
Acts 6:1-7, Mark 16:9-16, 20 

New Member Coffee 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
 

April 14 & 15 -  “Suffering Brings New Life!” ………………………………………………..……..…………....Rev. Boyett 
Acts 6:8-7:1, 7:51-8:4, Luke 24:36b-48 

 
April 21 & 22 -   “The Life-Giving Spirit Finds a Way”…………………………..…………………..………...Rev. Boyett 

Acts 12:24—13:3, 15:36-41, Mark 14:27-31 
New Member Coffee 10:15-11:45 a.m. 

 
April 28 & 29 -   “Liar, Liar, Pants on Fire” ………………………………………………………………........Rev. Self-Price 

Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31, 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8 
New Members Received  

May 5 & 6  -        “Because I Said So” ………………………………………………….…………………….…...Rev. Self-Price 
Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17 

 
Holy Communion 


