
The Shepherdõs Voice 
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church 

Blooming in the Desert 

As you know, our Church 
Council is working with a 
Church Growth consultant 
named Don Nations.  At our 
most recent training event, 
Don invited us to go on-line 

ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  LǘΩǎ 
called άElevation ChurchΣέ and it is headquartered 
in Matthews, North Carolina.  

LǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƻƴ-denominational, hard-rock driven, t-shirt 
wearing, tattoo-ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ άǘǿŜƴǘȅ-
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ  
And while it might not serve the kind of worship 
fare that some of us are accustomed to, it is cer-
tainly worthy of our curiosity. (If you have a grand-
kid who is no longer interested in church ς this just 
might be the kind of church that gets them excited 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  LŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ άǘǿŜƴǘȅ-
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣέ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΗύ 

Elevation Church makes no bones about why it  
exists, nor does it compromise on its expectations 
of its membership. While navigating its website, I 
ŎŀƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ǇŀƎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻŘŜΦέ  ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ 
look below at some of the expectations this new 
kind of church has of its membership: 

άThe Code is our core set of values at Elevation 
Church. It sets the tone and trajectory for how we 
get things done. If the mission is the compass, The 
Code is the map that gives us direction. 

1.  We Act in Audacious Faith ς In order to dominate 
ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƳŀƭƭΦ 
We will set impossible goals, take bold steps of faith 
and watch God move. 

2. We Are a Generation of Honor ς We freely give 
honor to those above us, beside us and under us be-
cause of the calling and potential God has placed in-
side of them. 

 

 

3. We Lead the Way in Generosity ς Our staff and 
church will go above and beyond to give sacrificially to 
the work of God in our city. 

4.  We Need Your Seat ς We will not cater to personal 
preference in our mission to reach this city. We are 
more concerned with the people we are trying to reach 
than the people we are trying to keep. 

5.  We Dress for the Wedding ς We will continually 
increase our capacity by structuring for where we want 
to go, not where we are. We will remain on the edge of 
our momentum by overreacting to harness strategic 
momentum initiatives. 

6.  We Are Ruth's Chris, Not Golden Corral ς Simplicity 
enables excellence. We place a disproportionate value 
on creating a worship experience that boldly celebrates 
Jesus and attracts people far from God. 

7.  We Are All About the Numbers ς Tracking metrics 
measures effectiveness. We unapologetically set goals 
and measure progress through all available quantita-
tive means. 

8. We Eat the Fish and Leave the Bones ς We will 
always maintain a posture of learning. We seek to 
learn from everyone and incorporate a variety of influ-
ences into our methodology. 

9. We Are Known for What We Are For ς We will 
speak vision and life over our people. We will lift up the 
salvation of Jesus rather than using our platform to 
ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴΦέ 

L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ά/ƻŘŜΤέ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
idea.  I think these young people might be on to 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ άŎƻŘŜέ ŀǘ {I¦a/Σ 
or a set of core values, I wonder what our code 
would say -- about who we are; about what we be-
lieve, and about what we expect from one another 
as followers of Jesus Christ?  I think the concept just 
might be worthy of our reflection. Let me know 
what you think.                                  - Pastor Deanna 
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Tuesday, March 20 
 

All members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills 
United Methodist Church are urged to  
IMMEDIATELY CALL THE CHURCH  

OFFICE (623-584-2280) when you or a loved one  
is admitted to or discharged from  

the hospital. 

HOSPITALIZATION  NOTIFICATION  
PROCEDURE 
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Family Life Dinner 

Friday, February 24 

Doors Open at 5:00 p.m. 

Dinner Served at 5:30 p.m. 

Program at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Menu - Catered by Personal Touch Catering 

Fresh Seasonal Fruit Salad 
Grandma's Cole Slaw 

Pulled Pork with Barbecue Sauce 
Cowboy Beans 
Corn O'Brien 

Buns and Butter 
Dessert Selection 

 

Tickets for dinner & program:  $13.00  
Tickets sold February 12 & 19.  

Can also be bought in the church office  
through noon, February 21. 

 

Friendship Groups:   
Joyce Webster - 546-6419 

 

The Program:   
The Goldridge Gang 

 

Next Dinner:   
March 23 

The First Annual Gospel Night 
 

Cultivating Fruitfulness  

Study Continues 
 

3:00-4:00 p.m. Wednesdays 
February 1, 8, 15 
Fellowship Hall 

NOTE TO SHEPHERDôS VOICE CONTRIBUTORS:  I will 

be leaving the country February 19 for a couple weeks 

and Gail Colclough will finish work on the March issue.  

Please be especially mindful of getting your articles to me 

by February 17 or before.                       - Cleo Perry, Editor 



February 2012                                                       The Shepherdõs Voice                                                                        Page 3         

Missionary 

Speaker 

February18  
 

Dr. David Persons, missionary 
to the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, will deliver the ser-
mon Saturday, February 18, at the 4:50 p.m. worship 
service. 
 

At 6:00 p.m., everyone, whether an attendee at the 
4:50 service or not, is invited to a free chili supper 
for an informal time with Dr. Persons.  This time will 
include some pictures on the screen in Fellowship 
Hall and a chance to ask questions and visit with 
David.  The supper menu will include cornbread and 
cookies, along with the delicious chili. 
 

Dr. Persons serves as dean and professor of Biblical 
studies and missions at the Faculte Methodiste de 
Theologie in Mulungwishi, Katanga. His ministry also 
includes training Congolese pastors for two annual 
conferences. 
 

David is also the district missionary for the Mulung-
wishi District of the Southern Congo Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. His responsibilities 
include working with Congolese district superinten-
dents in evangelism, church planting, pastoral super-
vision and development projects. He has served as a 
missionary at Mulungwishi since 1979. 
 

The son of missionaries, David was born in Nashville, 
TN, and raised in Zaire (now the DRC) where his par-
ents spent their mission careers.  He is married to 
Lorene Bartlett Persons, who is also a  missionary 
serving in Mulungwishi. They have three adult chil-
dren: Michelle, Andrew and Am-
ber Joy. 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ 
how our mission dollars help 
spread the Good News in an 
area of the world where it is 
desperately needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 12  
3:00 p.m. 

Two Mohawks  
Dueling Pianos 

$5.00 at the Door 

Begins February 22 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 

4:00 p.m.  

In the Sanctuary 
 

Pastor Deanna Preaching on 

Joel 2:1 -2, 12 -17  

­The Day the Dust Flew® 

With Sanctuary Choir 

and 

Imposition of Ashes 
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Consider allowing a Stephen Minister 
to walk with you on your journey 

to wholeness. 
 

All you have to do is make one phone call 
to Stephen Ministry Leaders  

Joe or Karen Rega 

546 -5790  
 

Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one 

another.  No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another,  

God lives in us, and his love is  

perfected in us.  

1 John 4:11 -12 nrsv  

One of our goals as a Stephen Ministry is to 
help members of Shepherd of the Hills United 
Methodist Church better understand what 
we do in our church community.  In doing so 
our hope is that we become more able to 
help those who most need assistance.   

What we do best is listen and support.  The 
following excerpt from ά5ƻƴΩǘ {ƛƴƎ {ƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
IŜŀǾȅ IŜŀǊǘέ does a great job of saying just 
that.  This was written by Kenneth C. Haugk, 
Ph.D., from the central headquarters of the 
Stephen Ministry: 

Simple and profound acts of genuine concern 
and compassion make a great difference in 
the lives of those who are suffering and in the 
lives of those who care for them.  In Matthew 
25:34-40, Jesus, the King, describes those 
whom he will welcome into their inheritance: 

άCƻǊ L ǿŀǎ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ 
something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, 
I needed clothes and you clothed me, 
I was sick and you looked after me, I 
was in prison and you came to visit 
ƳŜΦέ 

The people wonder when they had ever done 
that for Jesus, and he replies, 

άL ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ 
for one of the least of these brothers 
ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ 

Simple acts. Profound effects. 

Stephen Ministers care and are here to help.  
Let us be a service to you and yours.   

- Stephen Ministers 

Shepherd of the Hills  

Members in Zimbabwe 
 

Five people from Shepherd of the Hills UMC will be in 
Zimbabwe February 19-29 as part of a group of 42 from 
the Desert Southwest Conference.  The purpose of the 
trip is to dedicate the Joel Huffman Chair of Health Sci-
ences at Africa University.  The chair was sponsored by 
our Conference and is named for a former treasurer of 
the Conference. 
 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛπ
pated they will be doing some mission work in the area, 
which includes Old Mutare Mission and Hospital, just 
down the road.  There will also be time for sightseeing, 
including Victoria Falls, a sunset cruise on the Zambezi 
River, and a game drive in 
Chobe National Park. 
 

Please be in prayer for the 
group, including Pastor 
Susan Brims, Marilyn 
McClanahan, Grant and  
Cleo Perry and Ginny 
Schlueter. 



Heart Health Emphasis 

Month 

By Esther Vallet, Parish Nurse 
 

February is National Heart Health Emphasis 
Month and here at SHUMC we have a group 
called HEARTSAVERS. 

This term, Heartsavers, is used by the Ameri-
can Heart Association (AHA) for those lay 
persons who have taken the AHA class to 
learn cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 
and the use of the automated external defi-
brillator (AED).  We have an ongoing Heart-
saver program here at SHUMC offering CPR 
and AED training, then having Heartsavers 
scheduled to respond to an emergency  if it 
should occur during one of our SHUMC ser-
vices.  We also have an AED in each of our 
buildings.   

If you are interested in serving our congre-
gation by becoming a Heartsaver, please 
contact Esther Vallet, Parish Nurse, at the 
church office 623-584-2280, for more infor-
mation.  Look for our display on Heartsaver 
Saturday-Sunday, February 25 & 26 before 
and after worship services.  Talk with a 
Heartsaver, decide to learn this life skill, and 
sign up for the next class. 

¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !./Ωǎ ƻŦ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
your heart healthy, go to www.american 
heart.org.  To get the facts on high blood 
pressure from the American Heart Associa-
tion, go to the same web site.   

High blood pressure, also known as hyper-
tension, is the leading cause of heart disease 
and stroke.  To learn about the Heart of Dia-
betes, a program to help those living with 
Type 2 diabetes manage their disease, again 
visit www.americanheart.org .  Better blood 
glucose control is related to fewer cardiovas-
cular complications.  Look for the Heartsaver 
display on Saturday & Sunday, February 25 
& 26 before and after worship services to 
pick up brochures on keeping your heart 
healthy. 

WOW! Did We Learn A lot! 

By Esther Vallet, Parish Nurse 

²ƛǘƘ му ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
was plenty to learn about at our January Community Re-
source Fair.  For example, for someone who has hearing 
challenges, especially while using the telephone, there are 
phones with amplification and captions available on loan.  
For someone who is no longer able to read the local news-
paper due to vision challenges, there is free recorded news 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ  CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 
can no longer drive, there is a bus in SCW to take one to 
local doctors and shopping that is also wheelchair accessi-
ble, for a nominal cost.  For someone physical challenged 
who could benefit from water exercise, there is a SCW club 
that provides special water equipment and therapy.  For 
someone who would like the comfort of a daily telephone 
contact with a caring person, there is a free service pro-
vided by our local hospital.  For someone who is home-
bound and cannot do their own grocery shopping, there is 
a free grocery shopping service; and for someone who 
needs meals delivered to their home, there are home meal 
delivery programs available for a small fee.  For veterans, 
there is a web-based program which allows one to order 
VA Rx refills, communicate non-emergency health related 
information, view scheduled appointments, access online 
medical libraries, and view the calendar of classes through 
the Phoenix VA Health Care system.  For anyone needing 
information on services for seniors,  services for caregivers, 
services for those with cancer, or those with dementia, it 
was there.  WOW!  Did we learn a lot! 

There is just not enough room here to share the wide range 
of services that were exhibited at our Community Resource 
Fair.  So please feel free to contact Esther Vallet, Parish 
Nurse, for further information on any of the above services 
(623-584-2280).  Also, stop by the information table out-
side the Parish Nurse office and pick up a copy of  P.A.C.E. 
the 2011/2012 Guide to Senior Housing, and a copy of the 
2012 Northwest Valley Medical Directory. 

The SHUMC Education Committee and the Health & Wel-
fare Committee went all out to provide hospitality for the 
Community Resource Fair serving both the exhibitors and 
attendees.  Each was warmly welcomed, oriented to the 
floor plan for the fair, provided a roster of exhibitors, and 
invited for refreshments at their leisure.  The exhibitors 
even asked if they could return the next time we have a 
Community Resource Fair!  A HUGE thank you to these two 
committees for making the Community Resource Fair a suc-
cess for all who attended.     
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One Summer - David Baldacci.  This beautiful story 
is about a family devastated by loss and healed by 
love. The twists and turns in this novel come from 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
binds a family. (Large Print-F) 

Summer Dream - Martha Rogers (Book 1 Seasons of 
the Heart series). Rachel Winston is the daughter of 
a small town minister in Connecticut.  Nathan Reed 
has no desire to know a Christian after experiences 
with his family.  He is angry with his family and God.  
²ƛƭƭ bŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƘŜŀƭΚ όCύ 

The SHUMC library has many excellent new or older 
fiction and non-fiction books and large print books 
for your reading pleasure.  Be sure to check the 
shelves and table for your favorite authors and sto-
ries. 

- Mary Jane Banfield, Librarian 
{ŀƴŘŜΩŜ {ǇŜŀǊǎ 

From the Library 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012, 
and ends with the Easter Service.  It is the forty day 
period of repentance and renewal preceding Easter.  
Lent is a special time for 
meditation, prayer and peni-
tential practices, increased 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
sacrifice and resurrection, 
and the renewal of baptis-
mal vows and recommit-
ment to the Christian life.  
The Lenten period allows us time to recall the 
Easter story and absorb its meaning.  Christ lived 
and died to redeem the world from sin.  Because of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜπ
newed, and we can renounce sin and begin to live 
for God. 

During peaceful times of reflection, you can also 
enjoy one of the following new books: 

Autumn Song - Martha Rogers (Book 2 Seasons of 
ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎύΦ {Ŝǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ 
follows the lives of four women and their families, 
weaving together their stories of faith, life, and love 
as they bond in friendship only God could orches-
trate. (F) 

The Best of Me - Nicholas Sparks. This story is about 
two high school sweethearts from opposite sides of 
the tracks, who reconnect in middle-age.  They con-
front their life choices and try to understand why 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ 
when they were young.  (Large print-F) 

Castaway Kid - R.B. Mitchell.  Abandoned by his 
parents when he was three years old, Rob Mitchell 
ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ άƭƛŦŜǊǎέ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
American orphanage. This true story shows how, 
with faith, every person can leave the past behind 
and forge a happier future. (362.73) 

Now I Walk on Death Row - Dale S. Recinella.  As a 
Wall Street finance lawyer, the author had prestige, 
power, and unthinkable paychecks at his fingertips.  
He was living the American dream, at least on pa-
ǇŜǊΦ  IŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǎƻƭŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜπ
came a prison lay chaplain. (261.8) 
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Lost: As I mentioned in the January Voice, Ed 
Walsh donated a copy of his new book, Connec-
tions To The Journey of Mankind.  Unknown to 
me, someone took the book without waiting for 
it to be processed.  Therefore, I have no way of 
knowing where it is, and there are people who 
want to read it.  If you have this book, please 
return it to the SHUMC library so other people 
can read it.  It is disappointing to Ed and his 
many friends that this book is missing.  Please 
return it to the library.  Thank you.   

- Mary Jane Banfield, Librarian  

Read the 

Shepherd¬s Voice 

In Color  
 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
white on paper, check out the color version on 
the SHUMC website.  Go to shepherdofthe-
hills.org ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άbŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦέ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
there, look at other areas, too - church calendar, 
our ministries and much more. 



United Methodist Women 
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Mission Study on Haiti 
Led by Gene Hill 

March 17 - 9:00 a.m. until Noon, followed by soup lunch 
No charge - Sign up March 4 or 11. 
Everyone Invited - Men & Women 

More info on  
page 11 

Easter Baskets will be gathered at the March 1 meeting. 

11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 
Salad Potluck - $3 

Sign up in the courtyard February 19 or 26. 

2012 Officers of Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Women  

Front:  Sandy Bradley, Treasurer; Roberta Kaye, Program Resources; Cleo Perry, President; Judy Gerboth, 
Dorcas Circle co-chair. 
Back:  Peggy Pollay, Miriam Circle chair; Karole Vallow, Dorcas Circle co-chair; Bobbe Walker, vice president;    
Javais Vice, Membership Nurture & Outreach; Mary Ann Kinser and Marian Hamman, Sew Happy co-chairs; 
Carol Davis, Rebekah Circle chair; Carol Hilder, Education & Interpretation; Charlette Dostal, secretary; 
Marian Ensor, Sarah Circle chair; Janet Jones, Ruth Circle Chair. 
Not Pictured:  Margaret Kantz, Historian and Mary Circle chair; Patti Thomas, Spiritual Growth. 


